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I BELIEVE
In every funeral, memorial service, graveside service or celebration of life service I officiate at, as a Pastor, I
always quote John 11:25-26. Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me
will live, even through they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this? I do
this to offer the hope and the encouragement that we have in Christ Jesus at the time of death because of Jesus’
resurrection. If we believe in Him, we will never die! We will live for all eternity! The importance of this verse
cannot be overstated for the truth it reveals. Its value is also vitally important because of the question it leaves
the reader and listener with: “Do you believe this?” This question demands a response which is why I will often
mention in end of life service homily’s: “I Do!”
Crisitcs of the Christian faith will often argue that the only reason people believe in Christianity is because they
were taught to when they were growing up. Yes, I grew up in a western culture where I was taught to believe in
Jesus at a young age, and I also heard all the arguments for not believing in God. Having heard all the arguments
on both sides I was more than ready to believe in God because without God in the picture it is hard to find
meaning in anything in this world.
The moral dimension of humanity clearly points to the hand of an intelligent designer, God. And the
obtrusiveness of evil in the world and how ineradicable it is from human nature speaks loudly of the need for a
savior, for an all-powerful God to redeem. Humanities capacity to morally determine between right and wrong
clearly points to God just as humanities inability to overcome human nature on their own declares a need for
God.
These facts are certainly important ones for belief in God, but I must say that the resurrection of Jesus is the most
compelling of all. The truth surrounding His resurrection, all the eyewitnesses to it, the fact of His empty tomb
that still remains empty and what Jesus’s resurrection from the dead accomplishes for believers convinces me.
In one of Jesus resurrection appearances He went to Thomas, one of the twelve and showed him His resurrected
body and gave Thomas the invitation to “stop doubting and believe.”
This Easter season I am praying for all of you to believe in the resurrection of Jesus!
In Christ Love,
Pastor Darrell L Nelson

New In Christ
I am taking a seminary course on church history.

One
of the things that has stood out to me is how there is
nothing new under the sun (Ecclesiastes 1:9). Yes, we
do live an an age of technology and advancement
unseen in prior days…but there is nothing new in the
condition of the human heart. One of the stories I read
about was of a time when four brothers went to war
against each other to claim the throne of Rome after
their father had passed away. These brothers were not
content to have THEIR empire divided, so they chose to
kill in order to receive THEIR kingdom. The thought of
going to war against a brother is sickening, but greed
and a lust for power will drive people to do crazy
things. James 4:1-2 says, "What causes conflicts and
quarrels among you? Don’t they come from the passions
at war within you? You crave what you do not have; you kill and covet, but are unable to obtain
it. You quarrel and fight.” James was addressing conflict that can creep into the church and the
terms he uses are the language of warfare. The source of this conflict is hēdōne or their
cravings. These are the very passions humans have wrestled with since the time of the fall to this
day. Evil desires are a reality for every human being, and unfortunately it can be a reality within
the church. James speaks of the importance of taming the tongue and to teach and practice
Godly behavior.
All that to say, each of us deal with twisted and deformed desires because of our sinful humanity,
but we are not slaves to that nature. We have been given a new nature in Christ, though we are
not immune to the sins of this world, we are given power over sin. Maybe you are dealing with
conflict in your family or friends, maybe hostility has grown and relationships are stressed. As
you reflect on these circumstances, maybe there has
been passions at war within you. Maybe you have
acted in ways you never thought you would. I’d
encourage you to surrender your desires, your
actions from the past, and circumstances in the
present to God. Ask Him for wisdom and healing.
Share with Him your struggles and receive His
gracious healing hand over your life as He restores
you and brings life amidst brokenness.
In Christ,
Pastor Nathan

“Partnering with families to help children
discover Jesus and learn how to live for Him”
April Bible Lessons
Preschool

John Baptizes Jesus
Jesus Teaches on a Mountain
Jesus Is Risen!
A Hole in the Roof

Elementary

Jesus Teaches About Respect
Leading Up to Easter
Easter
Paul Teaches About Self-Respect

Prayer Request
This Easter season pray that each child will
understand and embrace the gift of
salvation that Jesus, our
living Savior, offers!!

Our children are collecting an

Mission Kidz! is a ministry
for children 6 weeks
through 4th grade.
For parent’s convenience, video of
the services is livestreamed into the
Mom’s Room, located in a separate
room in the nursery. Nursery
children (Ages 6 weeks-36 months)
can be checked in before or during
the service. Preschool (3- and 4year-olds) and Elementary (5-yearold through 4th Grade) are
dismissed during the service. If you
have any questions or would like to
serve in this important ministry,
please see Cindy Nelson, Michelle
Kephart, or Kris Westerlund.
(Check out our Facebook page!)

offering to support our World
Vision Sponsored child from
Nicaragua, Itza Jahaira Rivera
Mercado. We were able to send
$100 to Samaritan’s Purse with the
extra money we received in 2021!

Yearly Goal: $500
Offering total so far for 2022: $122.27

We are so thankful for the Adult Small
Group Leaders who work with our
Elementary Kids!
Sergei Breidenbach
Heather Coaty
Aimee Glonek
Rhonda Hinkel
Shannon Hursh
Elisha Johnson
Shelley Johnson
Dan Kephart
Caleb & Becci Lallemont

Brady Lind
Cindy Nelson
Terri Petzold
Dan Schafter
Lisa Sorvik
Jaimi Teal
April & Colin Wiita
John Woodbury
Chantel Wright

Financial Update
General Fund Actual Income through Feb: $84,371
General Fund Budgeted Income through Feb: $109,919
General Fund Actual Expenses through Feb: $84,803
General Fund Budgeted Expenses through Feb: $100,979
General Fund Actual Surplus through Feb: $ -432.00
General Fund Budgeted Surplus through Feb: $8,940
Missions Fund Actual Income through Feb: $16,735
Missions Fund Budgeted Income through Feb: $17,266

All men are invited to join us for an
hour of Bible study and Christ-centered
fellowship every Wednesday from
7:30 – 8:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

Join us for

PICKLEBALL
at Mission Covenant
Church.

A Sunday conversation group led by Zach
Crosby. The group is open to everyone.

This is an extension of our SAM Ministry, but all
adults are invited to play. We have the equipment –
so come out, join the fun and bring a friend! Check
out our Facebook page: Pickleball at MCC.

Monday & Wednesday
from 9:00-11:00 a.m.

The group meets on
Sunday evenings at
6:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.

Sundays
6:30 p.m.

Good News
Club
April 6: no meeting due to
the school’s early release
day
April 20: Last Day of GNC

STEP #1: Ask the church office to activate your profile
STEP #2: CREATE LOGIN Go to Mission Covenant Church
Website and click on the Instant Church Directroy Logo
STEP #3: After you have confirmed your email address find
your name and edit any information on your profile.
STEP #4: Submit a picture to the office or upload your own.
Thank you for helping us create an updated directory!

Congratulations to Luke and Jane
Eastep on the birth of their
daughter,
Stella Jane born on March 4

Congratulations to the Pastor
Nathan and Nicole Nelson on the
birth of their Son,
Elijah LaVerne. born on March 13.

She weighed 7 lbs and 11oz. and
was 21 inches long

He weighed 7bs 20oz. and was 20
inches long.

Confirmation
Graduation
Sunday, April 03, 2022
4:00 p.m.

Ellie Deatherage
Ezra Ahlberg
Fern Polkoski
Kade Paulsen
Owen Raunio
Maggie Greatsinger
Addison Harms
Alyssa Fossum
King Waskow
Lauren Zifko

Women’s
Craft Day
Morning Break
Spring Study
Beginning
Tuesday, April 5

Saturday, April 16,
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Bring your crafts, knitting,
scrapbooking, etc. to work on while
spending time with other women. Bring
your own sack lunch! This is an openhouse style event; come and go as you can
throughout the day. Call Annie at
218-721-8048 with any questions.
Save the date: May 21

Tickets on Sale
Sunday, April 3
Cost $10.00

Vacation Bible School!

June 13-17, 2022
Adult and Youth
volunteers needed!
Registration will be
open soon for kids
entering 4K-5th Grade!

Save the Date
Covenant Park
Bible Camp
July 29–31

Sign-ups available soon for both on the church
website or at one of the Vacation Bible School
bulletin boards.

Don’t forget to sign up for
transportation

Camp
Corner
Camp Dates for 2022:
June 26-July 1:
JH/SH (grades 7-Grad)
July 6-8:
Mini Camp (grades 2-4)
July 6,7,8
Day Camp (grades 1-3)
July 10-14:
Trailblaizer (grades 4-6)
July 17-22:
JH Camp (grades 7-9)
July 24-29:
SH Camp (grades 10-Grad)
August 1-3:
Adventure Camp (grades 4-6)
August 8-12: Backpacking Trip (grades 7-Grad)

We need van drivers
for camp
transportation.
Please contact church
office with your
availability.
CPBC Registration open!
Early Bird discounts through May 1

Coupon Codes
POP100 ($100 off full-week camps)
POPDAY ($15 off day camp)
POP50($50 off mini camp & adventure camp)
Other Covenant Park Activities:
April 27-May 1:
Quilter's and Crafter's Retreat
May 7 and 21:
Spring Work Days
June 25:
Camp Open House
July 29-31:
Mission Covenant Family Camp

April Sermon Schedule

John 20:1-18

Covenant Park
Bible Camp Annual
Quilter’s & Crafter’s
Retreat
April 27-May 1, 2022

April 24: “Overcoming the World” 1 John 5:1-12

Brochures and registration forms are at
the Women Ministries Bulletin Board.

“The God of Light and Love”
April 3: “God is Love”

1 John 4:7-21

April 10: “Run With Perseverance” Heb. 12:1-3
Aprril 15: Good Friday Service
April 17: “I Have Seen the Lord”

Live Stream Online and In Person

Opens Sunday, April 10, 2022
After all Services
Help youth raise money to go to
UNITE NORTH 2022

Quarterly
Meeting

April 24, 2022,
6:30 p.m. Sanctuary

UNITE North is a Covenant high school
event gathering groups from across the
northern US and Canada for worship,
connection, and fun.
July 14-July 17
See Pastor Nathan for registration!

Pastoral Search Committee Update
The Search Committee for the Associate Pastor of Worship position reached a decision to extend an offer to a
candidate in the late part of December. After several weeks of discerning prayer, the candidate declined the offer.
We, as a Search Committee, have sought the counsel of the Elder Board regarding how to move forward in the
search process. Several options were discussed and mulled over in prayer and the decision was made to continue
the pastoral search process. As we have already been meeting for just over a year and knowing that the search
process could potentially extend into another year, all representatives on the Search Committee were given the
opportunity to step down from their positions.
I will be stepping down from my position as Elder Board representative in order to take the next step in
obedience to God’s leading in my life: including seminary and participation in the Renovation Covenant Church
plant. The membership will vote on my replacement and any other potential representative replacements for the
Search Committee at the quarterly meeting on April 24.
Despite this change in direction for the Search Committee, we remain encouraged and assured to see God at
work. God has a plan and purpose in this process; and it has been special to witness His timing, call, and
ministry in people’s lives through the lens of the committee.
I want to personally thank Pastor Darrell Nelson, Brian Johnson, Wanda Paulsen, Grace VanderMeiden, Marilyn
Nelson, and Justin Orme for their work on this committee. And thank you to the congregation for lifting us up in
prayer over the last year. Please continue to keep the Pastoral staff, Search Committee members, Worship Team,
congregation, and candidates in your prayers in this next phase of the pastoral search.
Blessings,
Laura Wolden
Pastoral Search Committee Chair

Lorraine Green has passed along her gratitude for anyone that has supported her since her
retirement. Sometimes you make it difficult to know who has such a giving heart. She would love to
drop you all a personal note. Update: Lorraine is doing very well. She is still the teacher that she

always has been and still involved in ministry during her retirement.

Ukraine Refugee Donations - Thank you so much for your generosity in giving during this crisis. We
have been able to provide almost $10,000 in support for those working with refugees as they make
their way to larger population centers that have some of the resources they need. Please continue to
pray for an end to this war. Pray too that God's spirit will cover all who are seeking refuge.
This week's Moment for Missions highlights Gus Johnson, a senior at Moody Bible Institute. Gus has a
generational tie to the missions field and will be doing an internship with TEAM this summer. We are
the sending church for Gus which means we have a responsibility to support him and his family
spiritually - being in prayer, financially - responding to Gus's financial needs while interning and also
praying for his class load while finishing up this semester. We will be giving more direction at all
services this weekend!
Finally, I thank all of you for supporting missions. We are on budget. Through your faithful giving we
can support the message of God's love around the world. You are appreciated!
In Him, Dan Diamon

Library Lines
April 2022
EASTER EDITION

Up from the grave he arose! With a mighty triumph over his foes.
He arose a victor from the dark domain, and he lives forever with his saints to reign!
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!
Robert Lowry

Easter is coming! Prepare with some of our books. I
n the picture book department, our newest volume is:

You can also choose from:

Max Lucado has Easter themed books.
A family devotional:

A look at the women of Easter:

Build Life 2021 is the capital campaign for Breath of Life and
the Chequamegon Pregnancy Center to pay off the mortgage
of the new center, ensuring all funds can continue to go
towards life-saving work, not to accrued interest.
Our goal is $150,000 and we only have $58,147 yet to raise.

WE HAVE A MATCH!
We have a local benefactor willing to
match up to $30,000 of donations from
now until July 1!

That's potentially $60,000 and then
the whole building will be paid off!
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Scan the QR to be taken to our website
to give. You can also mail a check to:
Breath of Life
200 Chapple Ave
PO Box 13
Ashland, WI 54806
Jeff Laabs, Board Treasure

Sun

APRIL

Mon

27

Tue
28

Thu
30

Fri
31

Sat
1

2

8

9

M e n s S p o r t sm a n D i n n e r

3
C onfirma tion Gra dua tion

Wed
29

4
9 am - P ic kle ball , M MC

5

6
7:30am - Men's Bible Study, FH

9 : 30 a m - M o r n i n g B r ea k B i b l e

7
6 p m - Wo r sh ip P r ac ti ce , M MC

9am - Pickleball, MMC

8 : 3 0 a m - C on t e m p o r a r y
8: 30am - Mission Kid z!, CE Win g
9 : 4 5 a m - C on t e m p o r a r y

After early release --- 5:00 pm

1 1 am - Trad iti ona l W ors hip ,

Youth Group Elevate

6 : 3 0p m - Ri g h t e o u s Ra b b i t
6:15 pm- Youth Group, Vertical

10

11

12

13

Mission Cafe - UNITE NORTH

9 am - P ic kle ball , M MC

9 : 30 a m - M o r n i n g B r ea k B i b l e

7: 30 am - M en's Bibl e S t udy , F.

P a l m S un da y

6 : 3 0 p m - E ld e r B o a r d M e e t i n g ,

7p m - Council Meet ing, CE 1/3

9a m - P ic kl eba ll , M MC

14
6 p m - Wo r sh ip P r ac ti ce , M MC

8 : 3 0 a m - C on t e m p o r a r y

3: 3 0p m - Y out h G rou p E le v at e ,

8: 30am - Mission Kid z!, CE Win g

6: 1 5pm - Y o u t h G ro u p , Ve r ti ca l,

15
7p m - Go od F riday Ser vic e

16
9am - Ru ra l C are & Sh ar e F o o d

9 : 4 5 a m - C on t e m p o r a r y
1 1 am - Trad iti ona l W ors hip ,
6 : 3 0p m - Ri g h t e o u s Ra b b i t

17
E a st e r S u n d a y

18
9 am - P ic kle ball , M MC

19
9 : 30 a m - M o r n i n g B r ea k B i b l e

20
7: 30 am - M en's Bibl e S t udy , F.

21

22

23

28

29

30

6 p m - Wo r sh ip P r ac ti ce , M MC

8 : 3 0 a m - C on t e m p o r a r y

9a m - P ic kl eba ll , M MC

8: 30am - Mission Kid z!, CE Win g

3: 3 0p m - Y out h G rou p E le v at e ,

9 : 4 5 a m - C on t e m p o r a r y

6: 1 5pm - Y o u t h G ro u p , Ve r ti ca l,

1 1 am - Trad iti ona l W ors hip ,
6 : 3 0p m - Ri g h t e o u s Ra b b i t

24

25

8 : 3 0 a m - C on t e m p o r a r y

9 am - P ic kle ball , M MC

8: 30am - Mission Kid z!, CE Win g

6 : 3 0 p m - E ld e r B o a r d M e e t i n g ,

26
9 : 30 a m - M o r n i n g B r ea k B i b l e

27
7: 30 am - M en's Bibl e S t udy , F.
9a m - P ic kl eba ll , M MC

9 : 4 5 a m - C on t e m p o r a r y

3: 3 0p m - Y out h G rou p E le v at e ,

1 1 am - Trad iti ona l W ors hip ,

6: 1 5pm - Y o u t h G ro u p , Ve r ti ca l,

6pm - Quarterly Meeting,
6 : 3 0p m - Ri g h t e o u s Ra b b i t

6 p m - Wo r sh ip P r ac ti ce , M MC

April's Birthday's & Anniversary's
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2

Laabs, Jeff
Tangen, Al
Youngstrand, Fred

3
Evans, Bailey
Evans, Jacob
Evans, Lindsey

4
Anderson, Ava
Deterling, John
Johnson, Bob
Mullozzi, Tony & Kim
Trebilcock, Richard

10
Anderson, Barb
Anderson, Sydney
Edquist, Skylar
Staffrude, Sherry

9
Burke, Mike & Sherrie
Johnson, Richard & Dianah

Weiss, Brook

12

13

14

15

16

Hill, Garrett
Kern, Ana

18

19
Anderson, Bill

25
Johnson, Jaelyn
Tuura, Thor

8

Orme, Payton

11

24

7
Hildreth, Mariah
Peters, Cheri

Holly, Keith & Lenore

Burkhart, Ryan

17

6
Smith, Perri

Navarro, Nora

Crozier, Wayne
Fredericks, Violet
Thompson, Michelle

5

20
Olson, Ashley

26
Bourque, Paul & Becky
Csomos, Joe & Alice

27
Birdseye, Patti
Hardy, Randy
Jamison, Don
Risley, Rueban
Sayles, Amanda

21
Westerlund, Stephen
Wisted, Hannah
Wisted, Lydia

22
Gant, Timothy
Wisted, Angela

28

23
Navarro, Rocky

29

30
Jardine, Cheryle
Little, Patrick
Nelson, Virgil
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Where Friend Meets Friend and Both Meet God

Prayer Requests:
- G O D'S C ON T I NU ED V I S I O N A N D
P RO VIS I ON FO R TH E O N GO I N G MI N I ST R Y
- M A NY C A MP ER S AN D G U ES TS T O
A T TE ND C A M P A N D HA VE A
T R A NS FO RM A T IV E EX PE R IE NC E
- P RO G RA M P L A N NIN G F O R S U M ME R;
S P E A K ERS A S TH EY P R EP AR E T O S HA RE
- F UN DI NG A ND S M O O T H A ND EF FI CI EN T
R EN OV AT IO N P R OC ES S FO R T H E V I L LA G E
L OD GE , B ED RO O MS C OM PL ET E BY JU N E
- R EC RU IT IN G A N D P R EP AR AT I O N OF TH E
S UM M ER ST A F F A ND V O LU NT EE RS , N EE D S
TO B E FIL LE D

"But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him
who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light. Once you
were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy."
This summer we are on a mission to discover who we are as children of God. In life, our
identity is wrapped up in many things-right from birth the name chosen for us has a
meaning, it's who we are known as from then on. As we get older, people know us by our
family, what school we go to, what activities we are involved in, what talents we have,
where we live, who our friends are, what job we have, our stories and experiences....
But there is an identity for us that goes so much deeper, one that reflects the One who
made us, one that is unique and personal, but also strengthened in community, one that is
purposeful and missional. Without Christ we carry around a broken and "mis-taken"
identity, one that was never meant for us. But through Christ we are chosen for life,
salvation, relationship, purpose, belonging and so much more! We hope you will join us at
camp this summer for a journey to discover the truth
about who you are as a chosen child of God!

OFFICE@COVENANTPARK.ORG
COVENANTPARK.ORG
219-389-6398

- Q UI LT A ND C RA FT R ETR EA T T H I S M O N T H

Give a Gift
LOOKING TO GIVE A GIFT TO SUPPORT THE
MINISTRY AT COVENANT PARK? ALL
DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. YOU CAN
GIVE ONLINE OR BY MAILING YOUR GIFT TO
3402 COVENANT PARK RD
MAHTOWA, MN 55707
1.GIVE TOWARDS THE CURRENT PROJECTRENOVATIONS TO THE VILLAGE LODGE
2. SEND A KID TO CAMP BY GIVING TO THE
SCHOLARSHIP FUND.
3. SUPPORT THE DAY TO DAY OPERATIONS.
4. CAMP HAS A NUMBER OF WISHLIST ITEMS.
MAYBE YOU EVEN HAVE AN ITEM TO GIVE, OR
YOU CAN DONATE FUNDS FOR CAMP TO
PURCHASE THE ITEM. VIEW THE LIST AT THE
LINK BELOW.
COVENANTPARK.ORG/GIVE

Quilt and Craft Retreat

Camp Getaway Weekend

April 27-May 1

June 24-26

Enjoy an unscheduled getaway to work on that
project you want to finish or just relax by the
fire with a cup of coffee, chatting with a
friend or reading a good book! This retreat has
no schedule and you can come for all or just a
day.

Special Promotional Rental Pricing!
Village Cabins $55/night
Borgen Cabins $60/night
Lakeside Lodge Cabins $60/night

Come Work at camp this
summer!
Camp is looking for individuals ready to serve
and have fun!
There are a variety of ways to serve on
summer staff:

Activities:
Friday Night: Campfire Chapel with
Presence Music, Wagon Ride
Saturday: Open House, Campfire Chapel
with Presence Music, Sauna, Movie Night
Sunday Morning: Worship with Salem
Covenant.

Program Positions: Ropes Director, Adventure
Camp Staff

Check out more details and register at
covenantpark.org/events

Find more information and apply online at
covenantpark.org/get-involved.

Calling all highschool
students wanting to make a
difference this summer!

Summer Camp 2022

Open House

Early Bird pricing available
through May 1

June 25
1-6pm

Covenant Park is now scheduling
for summer 2022 highschool
volunteers!
For those entering 9th-12th grade
for the 2022-2023 school year.

Day Camp (Grades 1-3) July 6,7,8
Mini Camp (Grades 2-4) July 6-8
Trailblazer (Grades 4-6) July 10-14
Adventure Camp (Grades 4-6)
Aug 1-3
Junior High (Grades 7-9) July 17-22
Senior High (Grades 10-Grad)
July 24-29
JH/SH (Grades 7-Grad)
June 26-July 1
Backpacking Trip (Grades 7-Grad)
Aug 8-12

Live Music by Presence Music.

More information and registration available

at covenantpark.org/events

Spring Work Days
May 7 and 21
9am-3pm
Help us get camp ready for summer!

There are a variety of ways to
serve:
Work Crew, Dish Crew, Junior
Counselors and Interns
Find out more and apply at
covenantpark.org/get-involved
with the highschool volunteer
application.

3402 COVENANT PARK RD
MAHTOWA, MN 55707

More information at
covenantpark.org/summer-camp

Cabin Counselors
Support Staff: Weekend Hosts and
Assistant Cook

Picnic Dinner provided by camp
(4:30pm)
Activities Include: open beach for
swimming, paddle boards, kayaks,
canoes, fishing, pontoon rides,
wagon rides, climbing wall and
zipline, giant slip n slide, live music
and tours of new camp
developments!
Make a weekend of it by registering
for the Camp Getaway Weekend at
covenantpark.org/events.

