Connection
Mission Covenant Church

A Crafty Adversary
In Genesis 3:1 it says, “Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals The Lord God had made.
He said to the woman, ‘Did God really say, you must not eat from any tree in the garden?’”
When Satan, our adversary, challenged Eve like that he was presenting a question to her, implying “was God
really telling the truth?” In so doing, the evil one was framing God as a liar and himself as the bearer of Truth.
God’s word was not reliable but mine (the devil’s) is absolutely trustworthy. Eve responded to the serpent in
verses 2-3 - they could eat from any tree in the garden except the one in the middle for if one did, they would
surely die. In verses 4-5 we read “you will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows
that when you eat from it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” The
devil is saying that God’s holiness, goodness and glory were all a sham, and this could only be discovered by
doing what God’s word had prohibited. Do you realize that a crafty adversary is using the same tactics today?
And to a lot of people, he is making more sense than God. God speaks through His word and Satan though
casting doubt on God’s word.
The evil one convinces people to do what feels good, what makes sense to the individual. If lying advances a
person, then go for it. If promiscuous sex feels good, by all means indulge. The devil is adept at getting people to
trust in themselves more than trusting in God’s word. So, the highest authority in a person’s life is their own
thoughts, their own affections, their individual rights and their wishes.
If Satan can get people to such a posture of unbelief, then people will not see God as the ultimate good in the
world and as a result, people will then not be able to see sin as the ultimate evil. Do you ever wonder why people
in our culture call things good that God says are evil? Why people cannot seem to discover the Truth when it is
right before their eyes?
The Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 4:4 gives credit for this where credit is due. “The god of this age has blinded
the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is
the image of God.” The witness of scripture is clear: we face a crafty adversary!
In Christ Love,
Pastor Darrell L. Nelson

Healthy Community
Vibrant and healthy community is attractive to people in 2022. With all the bickering, disputes, divides, and
anger in our society people are hungry for something stable and life giving. Now I will say, there are no perfect
churches, but something that I am seeing is that churches that are healthy and vibrant are meeting a deep need
for people. Having a community where people love well, honor God, and serve each other is a breath of fresh
air! As I sit here and reflect, I truly feel like God is pouring out his blessing on Mission Covenant. I see so
many signs of health and vitality in God’s ministry through MCC and yet I know that the enemy wants to
destroy that unity! The prayer on my heart today has been for God’s protection over our church, our
denomination, our fellowship and more. So what I want to share now is just a couple passages of scripture that
talk about community. Think on these words, soak them up to be reminders of what it looks like to walk in
fellowship and love with each other and pray for God’s peace and joy to rest on us!
1 John 1:7 - But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood
of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
Colossians 3:13 - Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone.
Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
Galatians 6:2 - Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
Proverbs 27:17 - As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.
Romans 12:16 - Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of
low position. Do not be conceited.
John 15:12-13 - My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this to
lay down one’s life for a friend.

In Christ,
Pastor Nathan

“Partnering with families to help children
discover Jesus and learn how to live for Him”
August Bible Lessons
Preschool

Jesus Is Arrested and Crucified
The Holy Spirit Comes
The Man from Ethiopia
The Lame Man

Elementary

Peter’s Unexpected Escape
Paul Preaches in Lystra
Thankful Songs in Prison
Paul Speaks Out

Mission Kidz! is a ministry
for children 6 weeks
through 4th grade.
For parents’ convenience, video of
the services is livestreamed into the
Moms’ Room, located in a separate
room in the nursery. Nursery
children (Ages 6 weeks-36 months)
can be checked in before or during
the service. Preschool (3- and 4-yearolds) and Elementary (5-year-old
through 4th Grade) are dismissed
during the service. If you have any
questions or would like to serve in
this important ministry, please see
Cindy Nelson, Michelle Kephart, or
Kris Westerlund.
(Check out our Facebook page!)

Mission Kidz
Fall Kick-Off!
September 11, 2022
Our children are
collecting an offering to
support our World Vision
Sponsored child from
Nicaragua, Itza Jahaira Rivera
Mercado.
Yearly Goal: $500
Offering total so far for 2022: $267.55

Come check out our newly
painted elementary classroom at
the end of the hall (complete
with a fireplace)! Special
thanks to Jen Greatsinger for
using her gifts to transform our
hallway and classrooms!!

June Financial Update

Actual
Budget

$54,009
$51,798

Missions Income

-$20,252

General Fund Surplus

$8,400
$274,161
$305,654

General Fund Expenditures

$253,909

General Fund Income

-$50,000

$314,054
$0
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A Sunday conversation group led by Zach
Crosby. The group is open to everyone.
The group meets on
Sunday evenings at
6:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.

Sundays
6:30 p.m.

Join us for PICKLEBALL at
Mission Covenant
Church. In June we will
try to play on the
outdoor courts in Lake
Nebagamon. In case of
inclement weather, we will meet at church. This is an
extension of our SAM Ministry, but all adults are
invited to play. We have the equipment – so come out,
join the fun and bring a friend!

Monday & Wednesday
from 9:00-11:00 a.m.

All men are invited to join us for an
hour of Bible study and Christcentered fellowship every Wednesday
from 7:30 – 8:30 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.

STEP #1: Ask the church office to activate your profile
STEP #2: CREATE LOGIN Go to Mission Covenant Church
Website and click on the Instant Church Directory Logo
STEP #3: After you have confirmed your email address
find your name and edit any information on your profile.
STEP #4: Submit a picture to the office or upload your
own.
Thank you for helping us create an updated directory!

August Sermon Schedule
“The Most Excellent Way - Love”
August 7:

August 14

“Love Has No Pecking Order”
1 Cor. 13:4b
“There is No ‘I’ in Love”
1 Cor. 13:5a

August 21

“Loves Head Waters”
1 Cor. 13:5b

August 28

“True Love in Action”
1 Cor. 13:6

Women’s Craft Day
Saturday, August 13,
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Bring your crafts, knitting,
scrapbooking, etc. to work on
while spending time with
other women. Bring your own
sack lunch! This is an open-house style event;
come and go as you can throughout the day.
Call Annie at 218-721-8048 with any questions.

Golf Outing
The next golf outing sponsored by Men's Ministry is
for both men and women. It will be held at the
Poplar Golf Course on Saturday, August 13th at
3:00 p.m. We will golf 9 holes followed by a steak
dinner. The cost is $35 for golfing, cart rental and
the dinner.
Please sign up at the Welcome Center by Sunday,
August 7th. We won't have prizes, just a fun time to
golf together with friends and make new friends. We
promise, no wiffle balls.

Contact Virgil Nelson for questions

YOUTH
MINISTRY
AUGUST
ACTIVITIES

MUUCE
August 4-6th
Tubing Party
August 21st
Archery Shoot
August 28th

Confirmation Sign–Up
Sign-up sheets for classes this fall
are at the Welcome Center. All
prospective students in grades 5
and 6 or above, including second
year confirmands, please sign up
by Sunday, August 21. The first meeting for all
parents and students planning to be in the
2021–2022 classes will be Wednesday,
September 7 at 7:00 p.m. Please contact the
Church office at
715-364-2738 with any questions.

Rural Care and Share Food ShelfAugust 20, 8:30 am
August is the month that Mission Covenant
Church provides volunteers for our local food
shelf at Peace Lutheran Church in Poplar. If
you want to sign up to help contact Louise
Alholm at 715-364-2738

Benevolence Offering Update

The Benevolence Committee is once again
partnering with the Maple and Solon Springs
school districts to provide school supplies for
children who are in need. There is a list of these
items at the Information Center along with a box
for donated items to be placed in. Please bring
your items to church by Sunday, August 28.
Thanks so much!

MORNING BREAK KICK-OFF!

We are blessed to be able to help several
families and individuals in our church
and community with monies from the
Benevolent Fund. We took a special
Benevolence Offering on Sunday, July
10. We were able to give over $6,100 to
the Benevolent Fund in July.

September 16-18:
September Womens Retreat

Starting Tuesday, September 13, 9:30-11:15 AM
Kick-off breakfast and study introduction.

Mid August sign-up for breakfast menu contributions at
the information table in the Fellowship Hall
All women are invited!
Childcare will be provided!
$20 (bulk discount) books will be available for purchase.

See brochure below
Mission Kidz! Kick-Off
Picnic by the Playground

Ministry Fair
Sunday, Sept. 11
After all services

Sunday, Sept. 11 at noon

Grilled hamburgers and hot dogs
provided! Bring a side dish or dessert to
share.
Everyone is invited!
Check out our new Mission Kidz!
Facebook page for more details











 









  

 
 



 

    

 

 

   

          
 

 

  

 

 

 



  

 

  

  

 
 
         
 
    
   
   
   
   
         
       
        
    

   


 

 

 

  

 



 





 

 

   

 



   


 
 

    
 

   



 



 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 


   

 

 

 

  

    
   

 



 

   

 

    

     
 
   
   
  
       

 


     
   



   
   
   

   
  

  
      
      
       
    
    
    
     
       
     
      
      
     
     
      
       
      
     
     
       
  

   

 

      

     
 
    

         
       
      
       
        
     
       
        
      

 
       
     
      
 
 
      
        
      


    
     
  




  
   
    

  











     
  
     
  
     
  
     
    
     
    
     
   
     
   
     
   
     
     

     
  
   
   
   
   
    
 

  
        
       

  
  

    
       
     
     
     

LIBRARY LINES
August 2022

Check out our variety of new books!
This noted counselor tells us, “The Bible never discusses midlife….yet the
Bible is able to unpack any of life’s experiences because it was written by
the One who made them all.”

Restless Devices asks, ”What kind of people are we becoming with
personal technologies in hand? And who do we really want to be?” Are we
being industrialized? Discontent to be in the moment with real people?

Local author, pastor and church planter Jenny Armstrong has donated her
book about helping young women in many places navigate the challenging
years from 12 to 21. You may be challenged, yet also encouraged by the
many in our own church she thanks for helping her grow.

For less words and fun pictures, see our great new picture books!

There has been a lot going on with Missions lately and I have some information to pass
along for future opportunities. First, as always, thank you for your continued financial
and prayerful support.
Gus Johnson has finished his internship abroad and he will speak at the next Moment
for Missions. Thank you for your support both financially as well as covering him and
his family in prayer during this time.
Max Lemp with Intervarsity is going to England for 20 months to work with Intervarsity
Link! He has asked us to continue to support the local campuses in the time that he is
gone. We will also support him with a one time gift as he makes this temporary
change! On another note, I recently had an opportunity to meet with a very nice nurse
in Duluth. Turns out she is a new Christian through Intervarsity. Now she works at St.
Mary's and is known as a resource for anyone on the floor who has questions about
religion. To see the fruits of what we support - IN THE WILD - was a blessing to me
and I hope it is to you as well!
Julio Isazza will be enrolling in a doctoral program at Oxford.
Pini from Jitokeze in Kenya was supposed to be in the US from mid-May through
November and we had hoped to bring her up here for a visit, but there has been a
holdup with getting her visa and her arrival in the US should be soon.
Head of the Lakes Youth for Christ has been trying to sell the Encounter building as it
has become a big financial and administrative drain for them. They have an offer on the
building. They are planning on using the money and freedom from the building to
refocus on their school-based programs. this will allow them to reach a larger and more
diverse range of youth.
At the annual meeting we had opportunity to sit down with a few of our
missionaries. It's pretty clear that the cost of business is increasing for them as
well. We are beginning to see requests come through to consider increasing support
next year. For now, we are not asking for you to increase what you are giving. Our
budget is solid and what we had projected at the beginning of the year and we again
thank you for that. Consider this more informational at the moment.
Good things happening!
Dan Diamon

Dear Friends for Congo,
Greet your parents! Greet
your family! Greet the
church! Whenever I prepare
to leave Congo, people come
up to me and entrust me with
their greetings. Through me,
they feel connected to you
and the Church Universal.
As I was leaving in May, I
thought to capture photos of
some who sent their
greetings.
When I give
greetings, I also ask,“Oyambi
yango?” Do you welcome
those greetings?

Conversations
for Congo
July 21, 2022
Duale Langba (President)

Deacon Bofio (Manager)

Rev. Ambwa (Editor)

Maintenance Worker

Volume 4 Issue 6

with some basic infrastructure
needs. Computer technician, Remy
NZAMBUA’s go-to computer
looked like this last September. By
the time I came in March, all he had
was his hard drive in an external
enclosure. Better solar power,
better office equipment, and better training are all part of
the Enhanced Technology FOWM project visible at:

This summer has been full of travel and thoughts of the
https://tinyurl.com/CEUMtech22
future. On the future front, Cheryl decided to return to the
classroom for the time being. Retirement is looking good, but
I thank God for each of you who care about Congo and
she still enjoys her students, so she decided to play it by ear. about my ministry. Remember my prayer concerns below,
Meanwhile, we drove to Kansas City for the Covenant as well as the giving addresses, both postal and Internet.
Annual Meeting, to North Carolina to camp, and tomorrow My previous letters and other resources are at:
we head to the West Coast. While there, I’ll spend time
https://tinyurl.com/ConversationsForCongo
talking about the future with my parents who’ll soon be 93.
Yours in Christ,
On my end, I have proposed a change in my ministry
focus. Originally, my primary responsibility was to walk
alongside those traveling between America and Congo.
Because of COVID and other changes, travel has taken less
time, freeing me to work directly with CEUM leaders.
One of my areas of ministry has been to accompany those
leaders as they guide the church and adapt to a changing
world. Another area has been to develop a ministry of
listening and presence. Many people in the CEUM have
never seen an American Covenanter, and my presence has
encouraged them in ways I don’t fully understand. My goal
is to visit all 46 regions of the CEUM - and then to visit them
again. I want to get to know both clergy and laity,
encouraging them simply by my presence. To see what this
ministry involves, check out my April letter and my blog:
http://blogs.covchurch.org/WickstromWonderings/
Here is the challenge: I need your help to make this shift
in ministry work. (1) Please pray that my vision is clear. (2)
Please contact me if you know of a potential funding source.
At up to $6 per mile, my travel will be expensive. (3) Please
be on the lookout for someone to replace me. I believe that
this ministry of presence must be central to the relationship
between the American and Congolese Covenant, but I will be
65 in September and it will take a new person four to five
years to raise funds, study Lingala and French, become
culturally aware, and learn how to listen in a constructive
way, Can you help? We need to begin now!
Finally, the Covenant is raising funds to help the CEUM

‘ Praise God for the determination of CEUM leaders
to share God's Kingdom in the world.
‘ Praise God for safe travel, opportunity to connect
with our church and blood families, and guidance
in our decision-making.
‘ Please pray for wisdom and sensitivity for Cheryl
as she returns to school at the end of August.
‘ Please pray for strength and efficiency for me as I
prepare to return to Congo August 18.
‘ Praise God for each person who joins in
conversation to reinforce the relationship between
Covenant churches in America and Congo.

Checks payable to “The Evangelical
Covenant Church” may be sent to:
Serve Globally, P.O. Box 773420
Chicago, IL 60677-3420
(Check memo: “Wickstrom Support - Congo”)
ONLINE::https://tinyurl.com/CraigCovGiving
ONLINE::
https://tinyurl.com/CovCraigGiving2

Craig Marvin WICKSTROM
Liaison to the Covenant Church
In Congo
craig.wickstrom@covchurch.org
+1-440-344-1855 (U.S. cell phone)
FB: http://tinyurl.com/CovCommunity

Birthdays and Anniversaries Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Berggren, Nicholas

Hill, Ryleigh

Burkhart, Lawson

Jersett, Bruce

Thu
3

Berggren, Morgan

Gehl, Eliana

Fri
4

Sat
5

Fredericks, Mike & Liz

Allen, Nancy

Hinkel, Trent

Hill, Arlene

Johnson, Gus

Nelson, Pastor Nathan

6
Paulsen, Kayla

Peterson, Darren &

8

7
Burkhart, Weston

Beede, Warren & Jaydee

Trautt, Patrick & Amanda

Kephart, Dan & Michelle

9
Martin, Randy

10

11

12

Coaty, Osten and Heather

Johnson, Brian and Julie

Johnson, John Michael

Kern, Levi

Peters, Pastor Pete &

Marzolf, Matthew

Levine, Teresa

Smith, Dennis & Peggy

Rutherford, Jean

Smith, Richard & Perri

13
Parker, George & Ann

Weyandt, Scott
Wright, Gabriel
14
Laakso, Steve & Eunice

15

16

17

18

19

Burkhart, Bryer

Gehl, Jared

Johnson, Jayce

Laabs, Diane

Ahlberg, Ezra

Kephart, Peter

Gergen, Addyson

Kephart, Kara

Vandermeiden, Kent & Fran

Hudacek, Dave and Lynn

Schulz, Dave & Marcie

Kroll, Clarissa

Stariha, Richard

Weiss, Lisa

Sutherland, Ashlyn

McGrath, Laurie

21

22

23

24

25

20
Deatherage, Livi

26

27

Ahlberg, Muree

Lundberg, Jack & Dorothy

Bourque, Andrew

Bradley, Marion

Bender, Daniel

Stack, David

Kruit, Peter & Lynn

Vandermeiden, Francis

Hildreth, Misty

Lundberg, Jack

Luke Eastep

Tenney, Shelby

Risley, Roger

Wright, Boaz

Stariha, Nancy

Walsh, Pastor James
Wedan, Dennis
Wedan, Dennis & Julie

28

29

30

31

Berggren Dakota

Evans, Tim

Teal, Ryan & Jaimi

Glonek, Jeremiah & Aimee

Nelson, Virgil & Marilyn

Zambori, Sis

Hudacek, Logan

Trebilcock, Chad

Bradley, Richard

Gergen, Abram

Parker, Ann
Westerlund, Kris
Wisted, Peggy

August Ministry Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed
2

9am - Pickle ball, MMC

7

8

8:30am - Contemporary

9am - Pickle ball, MMC

8:30am - Mission Kidz!,

6:30pm - Elder Board

Fri
5

11

12

MUUUCE: Youth Group

9am - Pickleball, MMC

6pm - Worship Practice,

10

7:30am - Men's Bible

Sat

4

7:30am - Men's Bible

9

7pm - Council Meeting,

Thu
3

6pm - Worship Practice,

6

13
Mens Golf Tournament

9am - Pickleball, MMC

9 a.m. Craft Day - WM

9:45am - Contemporary
11am - Traditional
6:30pm - Righteous

14
8:30am - Contemporary

15

16

9am - Pickle ball, MMC

17

7:30am - Men's Bible

8:30am - Mission Kidz!,

18

19

6pm - Worship Practice,

20
9am - Rural Care & Share

9am - Pickleball, MMC

9:45am - Contemporary
11am - Traditional
6:30pm - Righteous

21

22

23

24

8:30am - Contemporary

9am - Pickle ball, MMC

7:30am - Men's Bible

8:30am - Mission Kidz!,

6:30pm - Elder Board

9am - Pickleball, MMC

6pm - Worship Practice,

9:45am - Contemporary
11am - Traditional
6:30pm - Righteous

Youth Tubing Party
28
8:30am - Contemporary
8:30am - Mission Kidz!,
9:45am - Contemporary
11am - Traditional
6:30pm - Righteous

Youth Archery Shoot

29

9am - Pickle ball, MMC

30

31

7:30am - Men's Bible
9am - Pickleball, MMC

25

26

27

