
   

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Love Revealed 
 

Christmas is a wonderful time of celebration and song, goodwill and good cuisine, 

family and dear friends.  But let’s not forget what the source of Christmas is the 

saving Christ. 
 

Human beings from the very beginning of time have been separated from God 

because of sin.  The only hope for forgiveness was for one who was completely 

innocent to pay the penalty for our sin. Such a perfect person and such a complete 

love was impossible for any human to achieve, so God Himself did it for us.  God 

sent His Son from eternity into mortality, from heaven to humanity and from a 

glorious throne to an animal feeding trough (a manger). Hope was born in utter 

humility. 
 

This is the gift of Christmas. Jesus gave up His privilege, His wealth and His 

prominence to live among mankind as Immanuel (God with us!). He did this to save 

us from our sins. John 3:16 tells us, “For God so loved the world that He gave His 

only Son that whoever would believe in Him would not perish but would have 

everlasting life.”  Romans 5:8 teaches. “But God demonstrated His love toward us 

that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  
 

This Advent season at Mission Covenant Church we will be learning about God’s 

great love for us in the Christmas Story in a sermon series we are calling “Love 

Revealed.”  The miraculous gift of Christmas is God being born in a manger so that 

we can be “born again” into faith in Christ who saves us from our sins.  John 15:13 

says “no greater love has anyone than this, that a man would lay down their life for 

a friend.” Christmas is truly the historical account of “Love Revealed!” 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

 

 

Pastor Darrell L. Nelson 

  Connection 
Mission Covenant Church 
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Church Family, 

 

Hello! I am super excited to get this internship opportunity and to be a part of Mission Covenant Church! Since 

there was not much time to introduce myself to everyone, allow me to tell you a little bit about myself. I come 

from a big family, the second oldest of 10 kids. I know all about craziness and am used to noise. I like to say that 

that is a reason why I am quiet because I do not like to talk above the noise. I was a camp kid, so I spent a few 

years learning the ways of ultimate frisbee, and that is one of my favorite things to do during the summer. I also 

love to tube and water ski. I do not like the cold weather but am still trying to get used to it. 

 

I moved to Minnesota in the Brainerd area about 5 years ago where my dad got a job at a camp doing 

maintenance work. I started to play guitar about that same time and got involved with the worship team at the 

church my family was attending. Eventually, that led to my leading a youth band for two years and about a year 

and a half long internship with that church. It was during that internship that I knew I wanted to go into worship 

ministry. So, I went to Oak Hills Christian College to pursue such goals. I had such a great experience there 

growing in my faith and my gifts. It was there where I met my wife, Breanna. We got engaged in April of this 

year and got married last month on October 21st.  

 

For those that want to know more about the wedding: The wedding was in Colorado Springs, where Breanna is 

from, at her church. I had my groomsmen come out from Minnesota about a week before to help get ready for 

everything. We had a blast taking pictures as groomsmen before the wedding, coming up with all sorts of fun 

ideas. And then came the ceremony. 

 

A little background first. Starting in high school, I made paper boats 

during classes. Mostly to keep myself from dozing off, but also as 

pranking material. Old homework has great use filling up professors’ 

offices. But I got known as the kid who makes boats in class. And they 

had no idea why… 

 

But in honor of my strange obsession, I had one of my brothers be 

known as the “Boat Boy”. We had a flower girl as well, but we also had 

my brother walking down the aisle to throw little paper boats. We had 

another two of my brothers be the ring bearers. The rings were in a boat, 

and they walked down to the “Pirates Who Don’t Do Anything”. The 

bridal party walked into a more upbeat song mostly because the lyrics 

started off as “Thank God it’s Friday 

and it’s 3pm”. And the wedding was 

on a Friday at 3pm. It all worked out. 

The ceremony went smoothly but the 

pictures took a bit longer than we 

thought they would. It took about an 

hour and a half to get through all the family, bridal party, and couple photos. 

Then the reception was in the same place. We had to scarf down the food to 

be able to greet everyone. We had the first dances, a short dance party, and 

then came the sendoff. We were able to go on a honeymoon before turning 

around and coming to Poplar to start our journey here.  

 

We are so excited to be here and are looking forward to seeing what God has 

in store! 
 

Samuel Moyer 
Associate Pastor of Worship Intern 



 

“Partnering with families to help children 
discover Jesus and learn how to live for Him” 

December Bible Lessons 

Preschool 
Ten Plagues 

The Red Sea 

An Angel Visits Mary 

Baby Jesus and the Good News 

 

Elementary 
Joshua and Rahab 

Samson 

“Born Is the King” 
Children’s Christmas Program 

December 18, 2022, at 11:00 a.m. in the MMC 

 
 

Join the children as we celebrate  
the birth of our Savior!  

Christmas-Hope Is Coming! 

Christmas-Hope Fulfilled! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mission Kidz reached their goal of $500 dollars 
raised to support our World Vision child, Itza! 
The remaining monies raised this year will be 

given to kids around the world in need of  
life-changing surgeries. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to 
everyone who 

supported 
Operation 
Christmas 

Child.  
 
 

We reached our goal   
135 Boxes Received! 

Mission Kidz! is a ministry 
for children 6 weeks 
through 4th grade.  

 

For parents’ convenience, video of 
the services is livestreamed into the 
Moms’ Room, located in a separate 

room in the nursery. Nursery 
children (Ages 6 weeks-36 months) 

can be checked in before or during 
the service. Preschool (3- and 4-year-

olds) and Elementary (5-year-old 
through 4th Grade) are dismissed 

during the service. If you have any 
questions or would like to serve in 
this important ministry, please see 
Cindy Nelson, Michelle Kephart, or 

Kris Westerlund.  
 

(Check out our Facebook page!)  
 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All men are invited to join us for an   

hour of Bible study and Christ-centered 

fellowship every Wednesday from    

7:30 – 8:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 
Join us for 

PICKLEBALL 

at Mission Covenant 
Church.  

 
 

This is an extension of our SAM Ministry, but all adults 
are invited to play. We have the equipment – so come 

out, join the fun and bring a friend! Check out our 
Facebook page: Pickleball at MCC. 

 

Sundays 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
Tuesdays 9:00-11:00 a.m.  

Thursdays 12:00-2:00 p.m. 
 

Good News Club 
is after school in 
the Elementary 

School music 
room. 

Pick up your children at 5:00 p.m. Permission Slips are 

at the Information Table. A second permission note is 

needed for the NES office and your child’s teacher 

letting them know your child will be attending every 

Wednesday. Please contact Jennifer Vik 218-340-9059 

with any questions. Special thanks to Mrs. Laakso, Ms. 

Shirley, Ms. Cheri, Ms. Terry, Mrs. Rotondo and NES! 

We are having a great season of Good News Club! 

 
 
 

135 shoeboxes 
collected! Thank you for 

your support. 
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December Sermon Schedule 

Advent season - Love Revealed 

 

 

 

Please bring your donations to the Mitten 

Tree at the Welcome Center by December 4. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We will meet at Minnesuing Acres at  

10:00 a.m. for coffee and treats 

followed by our Christmas program, 

“Finding Peace in a Troubled 

World” at 11:00 a.m. and lunch at 

noon. Tickets for this event are $15 

each and are available for purchase in 

the Church Office.  

Space is limited to 100. 

Herbster 

Community Church 
December Schedule 

December 4:                              “God Loves the World” 

   John 1:1-14, 3:16  
 

December 11:              “Our Unshakeable Loving God”

                                      Luke 2:1-7  
 

December 18:                       “God’s Love Never Fades”

                              Luke 2:13-15, Hebrews 13:15 
 

December 24:                                      “A Loving King”

                                Matthew 2:1-2 
 

December 25:                              “The Loving Promise” 

                Philippians 2:5-11 

 
 

 

 

Senior Adult Ministry  
Christmas Luncheon and Program  

Thursday, December 8 
 

December 4:      Pastor Sarah Risley 

December 11:    Pastor Intern Sam Moyer 

December 18:    Pastor Dan Zei 

December 24: Pastor Doug Roper 

December 25:    **No Service** 



 
 
 
 

  

December Youth Group and  
Confirmation Schedule 

 

Confirmation:  

Sundays 9:45 a.m. – Youth Room (Dec 4, 11 & 18) 

Wednesdays 3:30-5:00 p.m. (Dec. 7 & 14) 
 

Youth Group: December 7 & 14 

Wednesdays 3:30-5:00 p.m. – Jr. High “Elevate” 

                6:15-8:15 p.m. – Sr. High “Vertical” 

 
 

 

 Mission 101 
Discovering 

Your Church 
 

 

 

Wednesdays, January 11 and 18, 2023 

at 6:30 p.m. in Pastor Darrell’s office. 
 

 

Led by Pastor Darrell 
 

Sign up at the information table or  

by calling the church office. 
 

                  

• Junior Senior High Deep Freeze 
January 13-15, 2023 
 

• Winter Family Getaway Weekend 
February 17-19, 2023 
 

• MCC Family Camp  
July 7-9, 2023 

 

Summer registration is now open for 2023, with $50 

off full week camps and $20 off partial week campus 

through Feb 1.  We also are offering free tshirts 

through December 15. 

Saturday, December 10  

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 

Bring your crafts, knitting, scrapbooking, etc. to work 

on while spending time with other women.  Bring your 

own sack lunch!  This is an open-house style event; 

come and go as you can throughout the day.  

 

Call Annie at 218-721-8048 with any questions. 
 

 

Children’s Christmas  
Program 

 

“Born Is the King” 
 

December 18  
11:00 a.m.  

in the MMC 

Sunday, January 1 @ 9:45 a.m. 



 

                A book for 
                the Youth. 

 

 
December 

2022 
Advent Edition 

 
 

Here we are at Advent again!  As we approach Christmas, we can reflect on Go d’s gift to us.  But holidays 
can also cause us to miss those who have passed away.  Our library has advent devotionals, Christmas 
picture books, and some books to help manage grief. 

 

 
 
 

Also new is a  
children’s book  

to help  
dealing with 

loss. 
 

 
 

Some new Christmas related pictures and board books are available as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Let every heart  

prepare Him room!  

 

LIBRARY LINES 

Bob Lepine covers 
disappointment, 
stress, sadness and 
joy in light of 
Christmas and the 
Christmas season 
in this little 80 page 
book.        
 



 

 
 

To Him and for His Glory 
   
As we wrap up another year in missions, we have now come to the Christmas season 
and our Christmas Eve Love Offering.  This year we are going back to Kenya again and 
working alongside Jitokeze Wamama Wafrika in West Pokot. 
   
We started developing a relationship with this ministry over two years ago as we sent a 
mission team from Mission Covenant to Kapenguria, Kenya to begin to develop a 
relationship. What we found was this. Many women in Kenya are not treated as equals 
to men and because of that, they need to help support their families.   
   
The Jetokezi training center equips women to take care of their families.  They do this 
by teaching a skill that includes tailoring, beekeeping, or hairdressing.  They teach 
farming (gardening), psychosocial skills, literacy and more.  
   
When Pini was here a few months ago she asked us if we could provide funding to help 
the students return to their communities and do business.  Each graduate is sent home 
with either a sewing machine, beehive, or hairdressing tools to be able to open their 
business.  Our offering will be used to purchase these items for every graduate after 
the two-year program.   
   
Each sewing machine is $200, beehive and hairdressing supplies are $150.  You can be 
a part of changing lives.  Please join us in supporting what God is doing in Kenya. There 
will be a drop down in the giving app for this service.   
   
As we finish out the year our budget is almost on track, please remember to choose 
missions off the app dropdown to help us finish strong.   
   
You have done amazing things in mission’s this year.  Responding to needs from those 
we support; responding to needs of those displaced by war; being a part of sharing 
God’s love in our high school, grade school, middle school and on college campuses, 
has been rewarding.   
   
Thank you for who you are.   
   
Blessings, 
 

Dan Diamon 
 
 
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  Colossians 3:17 



November 2022 A Word from the NWC Superintendent Kara J. Stromberg

Dear Friends in Christ,

On behalf of the Executive Board and staff of the Northwest Conference, I send you warm greetings in the 

Name of Jesus. Please know that it is our honor and privilege to serve in this shared ministry to which we have 

been called. 

The Apostle Paul tells us in Philippians 4:4-7, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your 

gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends 

all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

We are instructed to do three things: 1) Rejoice because we are children of God, 2) Live lives that model the 

fruit of God’s spirit in us, and finally, 3) To not be anxious or worried about ANYTHING but instead, to pray 

continually. In all of this, God promises His peace. 

With all that threatens to destabilize and distract us from our shared mission, I invite each of us to enter into 

this next season as non-anxious people, fully trusting in God’s provision and faithfulness, grounded in hope. 

There is much to celebrate in the NWC. Middle school and high school kids met Jesus and responded to his 

invitation to follow Him this past summer at UNITE North and MUUUCE. We celebrate the momentum around 

our rural impact initiatives to equip town and country ministry leaders. Our five camps continue to serve as 

places where people meet God, and I am encouraged to hear stories of people coming to faith and lives being 

changed through the ministries of NWC churches. Minnehaha Academy, a ministry of the NWC, continues 

to grow and thrive as the school provides Christ-centered education for young people who will serve as our 

future leaders.

On behalf of the leadership of the Northwest Conference, I thank you for your faithful support of our shared 

ministry. Your commitment to the broader work of the Conference—through finances, prayers and your active 

support—allows all of us to live into God’s call on our lives. 

May the peace of God reign in your hearts and minds as you follow Christ Jesus.

Sincerely,

Kara J. Stromberg 

Superintendent

a region of the evangelical covenant church  +  northwestconference.org  +  info@northwestconference.org

3106 47th Ave. S.

Minneapolis, MN 55406

800.756.6692

(within the Conference)

p: 612.721.4893 

f: 612.721.4895





Birthdays and Anniversaries

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Paulsen,Kole

Schafter,Dan
Zambori, Paul

Lee,Cheryl

Ludke,Grace
Stroede,Mikenna

Johnson,Sandy

Demeyer, Adam & Julie

Kman, James & Peggy

Ahlberg,Katie 
Ahlberg, Roger & Judy 

Fredericks, Liz

Sayles,Weston Eric & Julia Polkoski

Paulson,Nancy 

Raunio,Axel

Holsclaw,Allison 
Petzold, George & Terry

Kubarek,Hannah

Wedan, Julie

Bloomquist, Jan Monson,Ben
Schulz, Marcie
Soyring, Jerry

Hursh,Adriana
Peck, Roger &Gail

Westerlund,Elijah

Bender,Wendy
Thompson,Chad

Anderson,Debbie
Greatsinger, Jay

Landwehr,Adam

Monson,Michelle
Olson,Kylie

Anderson,Abigail Cordts, Joan
Nollet,Byran

Nelson, Pastor Darrell & Cindy Goetsch, George &Donna

Holsclaw,Andy 

Jamison, Don & Marcia

Johnson,Laura

Paulson,Cody 
Smith, Jim & Nancy

Stack, David & Janice

Thompson,CJ

Greene,Natalia 
Stariha, Richard & Nancy

Bergsten,Charles

Newman, Isla Anderson,Mark
Christner,Kate

Laakso,Steve

Greene, Tom&Rosa

Nagel,Dorothy 
Rantala, Cliff & Lynn

Burkhart, Lisa 

Levine,Lowell 

Rusboldt, JeffWeyandt, Scott & Kadi

Van Guilder, John & Julie

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat



Ministry Calendar

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

6pm -Worship Practice, 11:30am -Women's 
Christmas Luncheon

8:30am - Contemporary

8:30am - Mission Kidz!, CE

9:45am - Contemporary

11am - Traditional Worship,

9am - Pickle ball, MMC 7:30am - Men's Bible Study,

3pm - Confirmation, MK

3:30pm - Youth Group,

5:15pm - Youth Group,

12pm - Pickleball, MMC

6pm -Worship Practice,

9am - Craft Day, CEWing

8:30am - Contemporary

8:30am - Mission Kidz!, CE

9:45am - Contemporary

11am - Traditional Worship,

6:30pm - Elder Board

7pm - Council Meeting, CE

9am - Pickle ball, MMC 7:30am - Men's Bible Study,

3pm - Confirmation, MK

3:30pm - Youth Group,

5:15pm - Youth Group,

12pm - Pickleball, MMC

6pm -Worship Practice,

9am - Rural Care & Share

Misison Kidz Christmas

8:30am - Contemporary

8:30am - Mission Kidz!, CE

9:45am - Contemporary

11am - Childrens Christmas

9am - Pickle ball, MMC 7:30am - Men's Bible Study, 12pm - Pickleball, MMC

6pm -Worship Practice,

5pm - Christmas Eve Service

11am - Christmas Service, 

11am - Mission Kidz!, CE
6:30pm - Elder Board 9am - Pickle ball, MMC 7:30am - Men's Bible Study, 12pm - Pickleball, MMC

6pm -Worship Practice,

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

10 a.m. S.A.M
Christmas 
Program @ 
Minnesuing 

Acres
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